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Thesis Statement: Tolstoy was like many writers of the Romantic era in the 19th century, who wrote extensively about the theme of death. His characters, who represent the modern middle-class, struggle to understand what it means to die and the meaning of life. Therefore, this essay argues that through the lifestyle, attitude and death of Ivan Ilych, Tolstoy depicts the forceful confrontation of the middle-class with death as they struggle to understand the problem of death and the meaning of life. 
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